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Memory Verse

And the word of the Lord was being spread throughout all the region. Acts 13:49

Bible Story Summary

The Jews went out of the synagogue. As they left the building, many Gentiles who also worshipped 
God asked them to continue preaching. Paul and Barnabas wanted them to continue living their 
lives in the grace of God. The next Sabbath day, a great number of people from the city came 
together to hear God’s word. When the Jews saw how many had gathered to hear Paul speak, 
they were jealous. They talked badly about what Paul said. When Paul and Barnabas heard this, 
they told them that they tried to speak to them about God’s word but they did not accept what they 
heard so they decided to share God’s word with the Gentiles. When the Gentiles heard this they 
were happy and continued to respect God’s word. Everyone believed that they were selected to 
receive eternal life. Afterwards, the word of God spread all over the region. The Jews tried to turn 
the leaders of the city against Paul and Barnabas so that they would be expelled from the city. This 
did not discourage them as they were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit (Acts 13:42-52).

In Sunday School

The children learn that God wants us to preach the Gospel to everyone. They also learn the 

Lord called Paul and Barnabas to preach the Gospel in far-off lands. God wants us to live the 
gospel and make it known to other people regardless of their background or where they live.

Ideas For Discussion 

As a family, you can discuss:

• How Paul and Barnabas travelled to spread the gospel to all nations.

• How Paul and Barnabas may have felt when people did not want
to accept God’s word.

Live Your Faith

As a family, you can 
make a list of ways you 
as a family can spread 
the word of God.
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Message God wants us to preach the gospel to everyone.

Learning 
Objectives

The children will learn:
 � The Lord called Paul and Barnabas to preach the gospel in  
far-off lands.

 � God wants us to live the gospel and make it known to other people 
regardless of their background or where they live.

Bible Text Acts 13:42–52

Paul Testifies to the Gentiles

As the Jews left the synagogue there 
were many Gentiles outside the 
building. The Gentiles pleaded that 
they may also hear the same words 
preached to them the next Sabbath. 
Many of the Jews followed Paul 
and Barnabas. They told the Jews 
to continue living their lives in the 
grace of God.1

On the next Sabbath day, the whole 
city came together to listen to Paul 
and Barnabas preach God’s word. 
When the Jews saw how many had 
gathered to hear Paul speak, they 

were jealous. They talked badly 
about what Paul said.2

When Paul and Barnabas heard this, 
they said, “We first tried to speak 
to you about God’s word. You did 
not accept what we said. Since you 
rejected it, we went and preached to 
the Gentiles. The Lord commanded 
us to do this.”3

When the Gentiles heard this they 
were happy and continued to glorify 
God’s word.  As many as believed 
were selected to receive eternal life. 
Afterwards, the word of God spread 
throughout the region.

The Jews tried to turn the leaders of 
the city against Paul and Barnabas. 
They wanted Paul and Barnabas to 
be expelled from the city. This did 
not discourage the disciples. They 
were filled with joy and with the 
Holy Spirit.4

Teacher Tip: The 1, 2, 3, and 4 

refer to steps 1, 2, 3, and 4 in 

the Lesson Instructions. 
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LESSON INSTRUCTIONS  
FOR TEACHER

Paul Testifies to the Gentiles

Lead-In

Estimated 
Time

5

 

Your  
Est. Time

Things You 
Need

 � Set the stage cards (page 5)

Before You Teach the Lesson

• Print and cut out one set of cards.

• The week before the lesson, ask five volunteers to prepare for their 
contribution to the lesson. Meet with them, assign the roles and 
explain what you want them to do. If the class is not big enough, ask for 
volunteers from the congregation to help with the lesson. Tell them that 
one person will describe what it would have been like to witness Jesus’ 
crucifixion. The others will react in the role play according to the card 
they receive.

What You Should Do

1 Ask the volunteers to come to 
the front of the class and conduct 
their role play. Tell the other 
children in the class to observe 
what the children are doing while 
the speaker is talking. After the 
role play, ask the children to 
describe what they heard. They 
should be able to identify that 

they heard the person talk about 
Christ’s crucifixion and that Jesus 
loves everyone. Then tell them 
that in the lesson today they are 
going to learn about how Paul and 
Barnabas preached the gospel to 
everyone, even to people who did 
not accept what they were heard.

Lesson Instructions

Estimated 
Time

10

 to 

15
Your  
Est. Time

Things You 
Need

 � None

Before You Teach the Lesson

• No preparation required

Alternative Suggestion: Ask 

youth or members from the 

congregation to help you with 

the lesson. 

Discussion Point: Describe 

what you heard and saw.
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LESSON INSTRUCTIONS  
FOR TEACHER

Paul Testifies to the Gentiles

What You Should Do

1 Begin telling the Bible story. 
Ask them if they know what 
a synagogue is. Explain that a 
synagogue is a place where Jewish 
people gather on the Sabbath day 
to worship God. Continue telling 
the story.

2 Ask the children why they think 
the Jews were jealous and talked 
badly about what Paul said. After 
they respond, explain that not 
everyone who gathered to hear 
the gospel were Jewish. In fact, the 
majority of the people gathered 
were Gentiles which made the 
Jews very jealous. Gentiles were 
perceived by the Israelites as 

unclean and did not associate with 
them. Continue telling the story.

3 Explain that it was God who told 
Paul and Barnabas to share the 
gospel with the Gentiles, even 
though it would upset the Jews. 
God called them to preach the 
gospel to everyone. Finish telling 
the story to the end.

4 Emphasise that God wants to 
grant salvation to all people. The 
Gentiles believed that what Paul 
and Barnabas preached was the 
word of God. God wants us to live 
the gospel and make it known to 
other people regardless of their 
background or where they live. 

Real-Life Application
Estimated 
Time

5

 to 

10
Your  
Est. Time

Things You 
Need

 � Chart paper
 � Markers 

Before You Teach the Lesson

• Divide the chart paper into two sections. In the first section, write 
Where. In the second section, write What.

What You Should Do

1 Ask the children where they can 
tell someone about the gospel. As 
they respond, write their answers 
in the first section of the chart 
paper. Then ask them to think 
about what they could tell others 
about the gospel. For example, 
God sent His Son to earth to save 
us; Jesus wants us to love our 
neighbour; or Jesus died so that 

our sins could be forgiven. Write 
their responses in the second 
column of the chart paper.  

2 Encourage the children to reflect 
on the story. Remind them that 
the Gentiles were waiting outside 
the synagogue and wanted to 
hear Paul preach. Emphasise 
that the Jews looked down 
on Paul for preaching to the 

CNAC QA: Question 137 - 

“Gospel” means “glad tidings” 

or “good news”. It is the 

message of the grace, love, and 

reconciliation that God grants us 

in Jesus Christ. 

Discussion Point: Where 

can you tell someone about 

the gospel?

Discussion Point: What can 

you tell others about the gospel?

Lesson Instructions (continued)

Discussion Point: What is a 

synagogue?

Discussion Point: Why do 

you think the Jews were jealous 

and talked badly about what 

Paul said?

Gentiles: People who are 

not Jewish.

Where When

Lesson Instructions (continued)Lesson Instructions (continued)
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LESSON INSTRUCTIONS  
FOR TEACHER

Paul Testifies to the Gentiles

Gentiles. However, he did not get 
discouraged. Paul first tried to talk 
to the Jews but they rejected what 
was said. The Gentiles, on the 
other hand, were happy to hear it. 
Look at the list in the first section 

of the chart paper. Encourage 
the children to talk about the 
gospel with others no matter what 
their background or where they 
are from. 

Activity
Estimated 
Time

5

 to 

10
Your  
Est. Time

What You Should Do

1 Do one or more of the activities.

Real-Life Application (continued)
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Paul Testifies to the Gentiles

Lead-in: Set the Stage Cards

SET THE STAGE CARDS

Pretend you witnessed Jesus’ crucifixion. Briefly 
describe what you saw and how you felt. Tell 

the group that Jesus’ love is for everyone and 
believing in this will change their lives.

Ignore the person 
speaking.

Whisper to the person 
beside you.

Look around the room as 
if you are very distracted.

Listen to the speaker.
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Paul Testifies to the Gentiles

Craft: Spread the Gospel Spinner 
Estimated 
Time

10 Your  
Est. Time

Age Level 9–10 years old

Things You 
Need

 � Thin paper plates (two per child)
 � Spinner template (page 2)
 � Pencil 
 � Ruler or a straight edge
 � Scissors
 � Fastener
 � Colouring markers or colouring pencils

Before the Activity

• Print a copy of the spinner template for each child.

• Make a sample craft.

What You Should Do

1 Give each child two paper plates. Tell them to lightly draw two 
intersecting lines on one and cut out one-quarter of the plate  
(see Teacher Notes).

2 Give each child a spinner template. Ask a child to read what is written in 
the top sections of the template. Then ask the children to think of other 
ways that they can spread the gospel. Write their responses on the chart 
paper. Tell them to choose two of the examples from the list on the chart 
paper and write them in the bottom sections of their template. Next, the 
children should colour, cut it out then glue the template onto the second 
paper plate (see Teacher Notes).

3 Place the first plate on top of the second plate and push a fastener through 
so that the top paper plate will spin. On the top paper plate, have the 
children write, Spreading the Gospel (see Teacher Notes). 



CRAFT SPINNER TEMPLATE
Paul Testifies to the Gentiles

Craft: Spread the Gospel Spinner

I can spread the 
gospel by inviting 
a friend to church 
or Sunday school.

I can spread the 
gospel by:

 

 

I can spread the 
gospel by not 

being afraid to talk 
about my faith.

I can spread the 
gospel by:
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